
 

 

 
 

Town of Summerville 

Planning Commission – Special Meeting  

March 29, 2021 - 4:00 PM 

Town Hall, Town Council Chambers  

The meeting will be live-streamed through the live-streaming link on the Town’s website: 

www.summervillesc.gov 

For additional information regarding items on this agenda including any public hearings, please contact 

the Planning Department at planning@summervillesc.gov or 843.851.4217.  Applications and related 

documents for this meeting are available for review at any time at 

www.summervillesc.gov/AgendaCenter. Public that chooses to attend this meeting in person will be 

required to have their temperature scanned and abide by social distancing requirements. 

 

I. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

1. Proposed ordinance to repeal Chapter 11 – Water Management of the Unified Development 

Ordinance. 

2. Proposed ordinance to enact a new ordinance, Chapter 22, Water Management – Flood 

Damage Prevention and Stormwater Management 

 

 

II. OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Proposed ordinance to repeal and replace in its entirety the Unified Development Ordinance 

adopted on October 10, 2019 as last amended on December 10, 2020 with former Town Code, 

Chapter 32, Zoning; Chapter 22, Stormwater Management; Chapter 20, Article II, Planning 

Commission; and Article III, Development Standards, Section 20-71, Roads;  and Chapter 6, 

Article III, Flood Damage Prevention, as existing upon repeal on October 10, 2019. 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Proposed ordinance to repeal Chapter 11 – Water Management of the Unified Development 

Ordinance. 

2. Proposed ordinance to enact a new ordinance, Chapter 22, Water Management – Flood 

Damage Prevention and Stormwater Management 

 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS:  
 

V. ADJOURNMENT:   
 

____________________________________ 

       Chairman or Vice Chairman 

 

Posted March 23, 2021 

mailto:planning@summervillesc.gov
http://www.summervillesc.gov/AgendaCenter


UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE (UDO) REPEAL & REPLACE; 

UDO CHAPTER 11 REPEAL & REPLACE IN TOWN CODE CHAPTER 22 

STAFF REPORT 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

March 29, 2021 

 

Location:  Town-wide 

Description: Repeal and Replace UDO with prior zoning and land development ordinances; 

Repeal UDO Chapter 11 and replace with new Town Code Chapter 22 as drafted 

 

Town staff has been coordinating with Council members, the Town Boards and Commissions, 

professional practitioners, and citizens to gain an understanding of the strengths and weaknesses of the 

Summerville UDO.  Staff is in the process of combining the previous zoning and land development 

ordinances with portions of the UDO to create a document that allows flexibility while still 

maintaining high quality development and preserving the unique character of Summerville.   

 

The ordinance that received first reading from Town Council at their meeting on February 4, 2021 is 

attached for consideration.  The Planning Commission must make a recommendation to deny, approve 

as written, or approve with suggested amendments. 

 

At this point, staff does not have a complete list of proposed amendments but can provide the 

following information: 

- The zoning districts, use provisions, and map from the UDO will be carried over into the new 

document, but certain changes to the district standards for the mixed-use districts will be 

proposed to provide some additional flexibility.  This has not been drafted yet. 

- The Nonconformities chapter will not be carried over as written, but the previous section on 

nonconformities will be expanded to address more than just nonconforming uses and to provide 

staff some additional flexibility with existing properties. 

- The Water Management chapter of the UDO will be separated from the other zoning and land 

development regulations and placed in Chapter 22 of the Town Code (these are the items up for 

public hearing and for consideration under New Business).  The only other proposed changes to 

these regulations is the addition of the Berkeley and Charleston County Flood Insurance Studies, 

additional allowances within the stream and wetland buffers, and adding back in the required 

definitions.  The ordinance to approve this received first reading from Council at their meeting on 

March 11, 2021.  The proposed changes to the stream and wetland buffers section have been 

made following first reading and are included in the draft ordinance in red. 

- The remaining chapters are still under consideration to determine the best course of action.  

Council will be holding a workshop on March 25, 2021 to discuss further. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AN ORDINANCE 

TO REPEAL AND REPLACE IN ITS ENTIRETY THE SUMMERVILLE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE 

ADOPTED OCTOBER 10, 2019 AS LAST AMENDED DECEMBER 10, 2020 WITH FORMER TOWN CODE, 

CHAPTER 32, ZONING; CHAPTER 22, STORMWATER MANAGEMENT; CHAPTER 20, ARTICLE II, 

PLANNING COMMISSION; AND ARCTICLE III, DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, SECTION 20-71, ROADS; 

AND CHAPTER 6, ARTICLE III, FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION, AS EXISTING UPON REPEAL ON OCTOBER 

10, 2019 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council Members of the Town of Summerville, in Council Assembled 

that the Summerville Unified Municipal Ordinance (UDO) adopted October 10, 2019 and last amended 

December 10, 2020 be repealed and replaced in its entirety with former Town Code, Chapter 32, Zoning; 

Chapter 22, Stormwater Management; Chapter 20, Article II, Planning Commission; and Article III, 

Development Standards, Section 20-71, Roads; and Chapter 6, Article III, Flood Damage Prevention, as 

existing upon repeal on October 10, 2019. 

 

Ratified this _____ day of ____________, 2021 A.D.   

 

        ______________________________   

        Ricky Waring, Mayor 

 

        _______________________________   

        Beth Messervy, Town Clerk  

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:    ________________  

FIRST READING:    ________________  

SECOND READING:  ________________ 

 

 

 

 

 



ORDINANCE 

 

TO ENACT A NEW ORDINANCE CHAPTER 22, WATER MANAGEMENT – FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION 
AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

 

WHEREAS, it is the expressed desire of Council to repeal the Unified Development Ordinance 

(UDO) in its entirety and at the same time re-enact the previous Town Ordinances 

dealing with the same subject matter but also incorporating and retaining certain 

desirable provisions of the UDO, and 

 WHEREAS, in the process of repealing of the UDO while incorporating its desirable features into 

the new Ordinance(s), it is vital that the transition to the new Ordinance(s) is 

accomplished in an orderly fashion and contain all current Federal and State 

requirements, and 

WHEREAS, water management in the form of flood damage prevention and stormwater 

management is a crucial element of providing for the health, welfare and safety of 

the citizens of the Town, and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 11 of the UDO is comprised of former Town Ordinance Chapter 6 Buildings 

and Building Regulations, Article III, Flood Damage Prevention AND Chapter 22 

Stormwater Management, and 

WHEREAS,  flood damage prevention and storm water management are crucial items needed to 

be addressed by Council to serve and protect the health, safety and welfare of Town 

citizens and it is reasonable that these two items be joined together in one Chapter 

in the Town of Summerville Code of Ordinances, and 

WHEREAS, to ensure the health, safety and welfare of Town citizens continues to be protected, 

repeal of Chapter 11 of the UDO should occur simultaneously with the enactment of 

this new Ordinance, Chapter 22, Water Management – Flood Damage Prevention and 

Stormwater Management.  

 

NOWTHEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council Members of the Town of Summerville 

that: 

1. There is hereby enacted a new Ordinance to the Town of Summerville Code of 

Ordinances known as Chapter 22, Water Management – Flood Damage Prevention 

and Stormwater Management which provides as follows:  

 


